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Science Outreach – Athabasca presents…
“Connecting the Drops: Athabasca River by Canoe” with Don van Hout
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Speaker: Don van Hout
Date:  February 19th, 2008
Place:  Athabasca University Governing Council Chambers Athabasca, Alberta
Time:  7 PM to 8 PM
Admission is free.  Snacks will be available after this presentation.

The Athabasca River is one of the most significant waterways in the world.  The longest river in Alberta, the Athabasca has been delivering endless liters of fresh water to the vast Canadian north for centuries.  Lately however, the water must first pass one of the largest users of the mighty Athabasca- the Alberta Oil Sands.  

In the summer of 2007, Don van Hout witnessed the Athabasca from a unique vantage point.  He led a canoeing expedition along the entire length of the Athabasca River, a trip of over 1500 kms.  The expedition, Connecting the Drops, began with a mountaineering journey at the source of the Athabasca in the Columbia Icefields and continued by canoe for 55 days to the internationally important Peace-Athabasca Delta.  Share Don’s journey of exciting rapids, great friends, and oh yeah… bears!

Don van Hout grew up in the Town of Athabasca and has a degree in Ecotourism and Outdoor Leadership.  A certified Paddle Canada canoe instructor, Don has led three paddling expeditions in Alberta designed to celebrate wild spaces connect people with the natural environment and generate support for healthy river systems.  For these efforts Don was recognized by the Alberta Recreational Canoeing Association for, “Significant work on environmental stewardship serving recreational paddlers and the broader Alberta public.”

For more information visit our website at http://scienceoutreach.ab.ca/
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