
Science Outreach – Athabasca 
presents… 

BISON, BUGS & BIRDS:  
Linking the recovery of endangered species 

 
 

Speaker: Wes Olson,  
Retired National Park Warden 
Date: September 29, 2026 
Place: Athabasca University  
Room 106, Governing Council 
Chambers, 1 University Drive,  
Athabasca, Alberta 
Time: 7 PM to 8 PM 

  

Not that long ago the plains and forests of North America 
teemed with wildlife, including more than 30,000,000 plains 
bison and hundreds of thousands of their northern relative, 
the wood bison. By the late 
1800s both were extirpated 
from their ancestral lands. This 
depopulation of a keystone 
species had significant 
implications for the other 
species that  depended upon 
them for their very survival. 
This presentation takes the 
viewer from the time when 
prehistoric species roamed the 
continent, through to the 

present, and discusses modern threats to 
grassland insects and birds that depend on 
bison and healthy ecosystems today.  
 

Free community event!                                 www.wesolson.ca & www.johanejanelle.com 

    

This will be an in person and virtual event. Events may be photographed, recorded and shared. 

Please join us in person at Athabasca University or  

go to our website to join the event virtually on the day of this talk.  

 Science Outreach - Athabasca website 

*** Any changes will be posted on our website. ***  

Visit: http://scienceoutreach.ab.ca/ 
 

Like us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/scienceoutreachAU/ 

To view recordings of previous presentations visit our YouTube Channel  

 

 
 

 

Science Outreach – Athabasca is part of the Centre for Science in the 

Faculty of Science and Technology 
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